Thucydides has written The War of the Peloponnesians and Athenians. We acknowledge that achievement, not only for its intellectual vigor and its insight in history and human nature, but also for the advance it represents in the development of writing as a medium in its own right. With Thucydides, Greek writing has moved beyond the mere transcription of words spoken. Thucydides, we observe, is a real writer, who addresses directly, perhaps for the first time in history, a reading audience. The War of the Peloponnesians and Athenians is a "readerly" text, a discourse that is meant for direct ingestion from the written page, without the mediation of a reading voice. In this regard there is a natural contrast between Thucydides and Herodotus' "hearerly" History, a work that is meant to be heard in performance, displaying many features that are related to the presence of a voice.
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The contrast is, from Thucydides' own standpoint, not only a matter of medium but also of the durability of the message. Thucydides' writing enables him to address a readership beyond his audience of the moment: the kt∞ma §w afie¤ wins out over an ég≈nisma §w tÚ paraxr∞ma ékoÊein. Writing outperforms speech.
But such a comparison between Thucydides and Herodotus does not mean that Thucydides' writing is self-evident or unproblematic. Indeed, the work's very insistence on its own writtenness should caution us against taking things too much for granted. The question that needs to be addressed is how an Athenian at the end of the fifth century bce would have conceived of texts that were not meant to be a script for performance or a written version of a public speech.
Let us begin with exploring the way in which Thucydides presents his work in relation to writing. The work's opening sentence presents writing as a transitive link between the author's name and the War:
Youkud¤dhw ÉAyhna›ow jun°grace tÚn pÒlemon t«n Peloponnhs¤vn ka‹ ÉAyhna¤vn, …w §pol°mhsan prÚw éllAElouw (1.1.1) Thucydides of Athens has written the war of the Peloponnesians and the Athenians, how they waged war against each other.
The tight connection between the name and the war as they are joined transitively in writing recurs throughout the work, at the end of each section dealing with a new year of the evolving conflict:
ka‹ [tÚ] deÊteron ¶tow §teleÊta t" pol°mƒ t"de˘n Youkud¤dhw jun°gra-cen (2.70.4)
And the second year ended for this present war which Thucydides has written. The present chapter will examine this verb's syntax, semantics, and pragmatics in search of an understanding of Thucydides' writing in the terms of his own time.
That time knows of suggrafa¤, written compositions, treatises on a given subject. Thucydides himself mentions (1.97.2) the "Attic juggrafAE" of Hellanikos, and we meet the term in philosophical and sophistic contexts as well. 3 We do not have to look into the semantics of the verbal idea juggraf-to note that Thucydides' syntax of the verb suggrãfein differs from the use connected with such treatises. Authors of treatises typically write "about" or "on" their subject. For example, at the beginning of his treatise On Horsemanship (Per‹ flppik∞w), Xenophon mentions a certain Simon, who "has written [a treatise] about horse-
